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EDITOR’S NOTE AND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The centenary of the Great War inspired many authors to publish monographs
and articles on various forms of British-Serbian co-operation during the Great War
covering the fields of humanitarian assistance, sports, culture, and education. The
war-time co-operation was also covered by a series of documentaries, including a
very remarkable one entitled “The Forgotten Admiral — Sir Ernest Troubridge” (Ra-
dio Television of Serbia — RTS, 2017). Documentaries produced by Natasa Djuli¢
of RT'S on Serbian Herioters (2012) and on Serbian students studying in Cambridge
in the 2010s entitled “When Cambridge speaks Serbian” (2013), focused on the two
countries’ extensive cooperation in education since 1916.

Two documentaries demonstrated the influence of British culture on Serbia
through British-Serbian personal ties in recent decades, both inspired and produced
by Dr. Lavinia Davenport. The first “I Married a Serb” (2012) describes the life
stories of five extraordinary British women who married Serbs and stayed in Yugo-
slavia and Serbia throughout various periods including the most difficult moments
in Serbian-British relations. The second, “Brit from Belgrade”, (RT'S and Studio B,
2013) portrays the remarkable life of Timothy John Byford.

All the monographs and films have shown that many an important detail in Ser-
bian-British relations has been forgotten or marginalised. In that context the 180"
anniversary of mutual diplomatic relations provided a good basis to research and
re-assess many aspects of Serbian-British relations from the end of the 18t century
up to the most recent events.

June 5, 2017, marks the 180" anniversary of the first audience of a British
Consul to a Serbian ruler. The audience of the British Consul Colonel George Lloyd
Hodges took place in the Palace of Prince Milosh Obrenovich in Kragujevac on
June 5, 1837. The anniversary of the event was commemorated in Kragujevac (on
June 12, 2017) by an exhibition on British-Serbian relations with several special pan-
els. The first one was organised with the participation of the Serbian Foreign Min-
ister, HM ambassador D. Keefe and S. G. Markovich, moderated by Mr. Srdjan
Gligorijevic.. Three months later, on October 17, 2017, the “Event to mark the 180"
Anniversary of UK-Serbia diplomatic relations” was held at the Foreign and Com-
monwealth Office in London. The event included three panels entitled “Engage-
ment through three centuries”, “Post-Brexit perspectives and opportunities”, and
“Personal reflections”.

Finally, on January 26-27, 2018, an international conference was held at the
Faculty of Political Science of the University of Belgrade and was organised by the
Centre for British Studies, Belgrade with the support of the British Embassy in Bel-
grade and other sponsors. The last similar conference had been held in Kraguje-
vac in 1987, and a collection of essays followed the next year. In the meantime,
many things have dramatically changed and a need for a new thematic collection
of papers on British — Serbian (Yugoslav) relations has emerged. At the conference
in Belgrade it was decided to proceed with the preparation of a thematic collection
of essays entitled British-Serbian Relations from the 18" to the 21° Centuries, and a special
Programme Council was formed for that purpose. The Centre for British Studies —
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CBS in Belgrade has been put in charge of preparing the collection of essays. Four
members of the Council of CBS (Prof. Katarina Rasuli¢, Prof. Zorica Becanovi¢
Nikoli¢, Prof. em. Vukasin Pavlovi¢ and Prof. Slobodan G. Markovich) accepted the
task of supervising the preparations and Prof. S. G. Markovich was entrusted with
the editorship of the collection of essays.

To prepare this collection one needed to get positive replies from numerous dis-
tinguished experts, scholars and diplomats. I would like to mention that we have been
fortunate and privileged enough to receive papers from all who were asked to contrib-
ute. Additionally we have attempted to illustrate the story of British-Serbian (Yugoslav)
relations by cartoons, caricatures, photos, title pages, posters, newspaper pages, ads and
other similar items. In collecting all such material, we have benefited from the help of
many institutions and persons including the National Museum of Serbia, the British
Embassy in Belgrade, HRH Prince Alexander Karageorgevich, Mr. Dusan Babac, Mrs.
Branka Pani¢, the Institute of History of Advertising Belgrade and Mr. Vladimir Ceh.
We are very thankful for the permission to use materials from the monograph 770 Years
of British-Serbian (Yugoslav) Relations, edited by Dusan Mihajilovi¢ and published in 2007.
We owe a special gratitude to the British Embassy Belgrade for their support to the
conference held in January 2018. In this respect we are indebted to Ambassador Denis
Keefe personally, and also to Mr. Srdjan Gligorjjevi¢ of the British Embassy Belgrade
for his personal efforts. For the photo of Britannia Pacificatrix we are thankful to FCO and
Ms. Tara Finn, historian at FCO. For the preparation of this volume we are very thank-
ful to McCann Grupa Belgrade and Mr. Srdjan Saper who has supported both the
international conference and the publication of this volume. The Dean of the Faculty
of Political Science, Prof. Dragan R. Simi¢, has endorsed this project from the very be-
ginning and has facilitated its implementation for which we owe him special gratitude.

Last but not least, we are indebted to the co-publisher of this collection Zepter
Book World and Mrs. Slavka Ili¢ for having joined efforts with us to have this publi-
cation printed.

It is rather difficult, and almost impossible, to cover in a single volume the pe-
riod of more than 230 years (1784-2018) with focus on both political and cultural
relations. To cover all relevant topics and periods in mutual relations one would need
at least another volume.

In terms of transliteration of Serbian names, different forms have been used in
this collection by different authors, but there are references in the index which may
clarify different approaches to this question. In terms of calendar, the Julian calendar
(old style) was used in Serbia till January 28, 1919, and in England, Wales and Ire-
land till 1752. Therefore in those cases where sources or newspapers are quoted with
Julian dates (old style), Gregorian dates (new style) are given in parentheses. One
should point out that for dates in Serbian sources the difference between the two
calendars was 11 days in the 18 century (till February 29, 1800), 12 days in the 19
century (till February 29, 1900), and 13 days till January 28, 1919.

Needless to say, all interpretations of historical and current events in this the-
matic collection of papers represent the results of scholarly work of their respective
authors, and all political statements represent personal views of their authors and do
not necessarily correspond to the views of any of the institutions that have supported
the preparation of this collection.

S. G. Markovich
Editor
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